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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3,5,6 and 8 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3 and 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Edson (US 6,526,581) in view of Humpleman et al. (US 6,288,716). 

5. With regard to claims 1 and 8, Edson discloses a gateway apparatus (Fig 1,13) 
connected to a first network (Fig 1, 21 or 23) and a second network (Fig 1, 15,17 or 19) 
and for controlling the operation of a plurality of apparatuses (Fig 1 , 31 ,32,33,34, 41 , or 
42) of control objective and which are connected to said first network, depending on 
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instructions directed to said second network (Col 15, Lines 40-44) by an instructing 
apparatus (Fig 1 , 43) connected to said first network for said plurality of apparatuses of 
control objective, the gateway apparatus comprising: 

monitoring means monitoring a flow of the instructions, for controlling the 
operation of said apparatuses of control objective, directed to said second network by 
said instructing apparatus (gateway must monitor instructions to forward them to the 
appropriate devices) (Col 15, Lines 29-39); 

control signal outputting means of outputting a control signal for controlling the 
operation of said apparatuses of control objective depending on the instructions 
received when said flow of the instructions is monitored by said monitoring means; 
(control codes are received by devices)(Col 7, Lines 44-47); 

identification information storing means for storing the identification information of 
each of said apparatuses of control objective (New devices are identified and 
configured) (Col 11, 9-19); and 

data converting means for converting the data from the second network into data 
available for said instructing apparatus (interface cards convert between protocols for 
different networks) (Col 10, Lines 55-59), wherein 

depending on said identification information, said data converting means 
replaces the data from said network with respect to the status of said apparatuses of 
control objective, and sends the replaced data to said instructing apparatus (user 
receives status information at instructing location)(at least Col 15, Lines 29-39). 

While Edson fails to specifically recite that said control signal is output using 
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stored identification information, this limitation is inherent. Edson discloses that 
commands for controlling the devices are sent by the instructing apparatus (PC) to the 
gateway (Col 7, Lines 51-54), and that the commands are received by the devices to be 
controlled (Col 7, Lines 45-47). Therefore, the control signal outputting means must use 
the identification means in order to determine which device should receive the control 
signal. 

While Edson discloses that a wide variety of devices may be connected to the 
disclosed network (at least Col 7, Lines 36-43), Edson fails to specifically recite that a 
plurality of apparatuses of control objective having the same function are connected to 
the network. Nonetheless, connecting multiple substantially identical devices to a home 
network is old and well known in the art, as evidenced below by Humpleman. 

Humpleman discloses a similar system and teaches connecting a plurality of 
apparatuses of control objective, each having the same function (televisions), to a first 
network. The system allows a user to select the desired device from a graphical 
interface and perform control operation on it (at least Figs 6-8 and Col 15, Line 22 to Col 
16, Line 22). This would have been an advantageous addition to the system disclosed 
by Edson since it would have allowed multiple devices of the same type to be 
controlled. Many homes contain a plurality of substantially identical devices such as 
televisions or radios. It would have been advantageous for each of these devices to be 
controllable from a single, central interface. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide an interface which allows control of multiple 
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devices having the same function which are connected to the control network, since 
many homes have multiple, substantially identical, devices. 

6. With regard to claim 2, Edson further discloses control information setting means 
in which control information for controlling the operation of said apparatuses of control 
objective is set (Control information is set in gateway using PC) (Col 7, Lines 51-54), 
wherein said control signal outputting means outputs said control signal by using said 
control information set in said control information setting means (Parameters are 
referenced for control, such as user's desired temperature) (Col 15, Lines 33-39). 

7. With regard to claim 3, Edson further discloses that said control information is set 
in said control information setting means by an access from said instructing apparatus 
(PC is used to change settings) (Col 7, Lines 51-54), by a user 's input operation (User 
changes setting via PC) (Col 7, Lines 51-54), or by an access from said apparatuses of 
control objective (Devices report their current status so desired changes can be 
determined) (Col 7, Lines 45-47). 

8. With regard to claim 5, Edson further discloses that said identification information 
is stored in said identification information storing means by an access from said 
instructing apparatus, by a user's input operation, or by an access from said 
apparatuses of control objective (New devices identify themselves to the gateway) (Col 
11, 9-19). 
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9. With regard to claim 6, Edson further discloses device identification information 
acquiring means of acquiring said identification information of each of said apparatuses 
of control objective from all or a part of said apparatuses of control objective, wherein 
said identification information storing means stores said identification information 
obtained by said device identification information acquiring means (New devices are 
automatically identified and configured by the gateway) (Col 1 1 , Lines 9-19). 

Conclusion 

10. In the interest of expedited prosecution, Applicant is encouraged to carefully 
review the prior art cited in the present Office action, prior Office actions, and the 
present application. If Applicant feels that the present application contains subject 
matter that patentably distinguishes the present invention from the many prior art home 
gateway systems, amendments to the claims incorporating such subject matter are 
strongly encouraged. The Examiner recommends that Applicant emphasize any 
patentably distinct differences between the Applicant's gateway and standard network 
and home control gateways, since most of the claimed subject matter consists of 
common components of standard home control gateways. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron Strange whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3959. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glen Burgess can be reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



AS 

1/5/2006 




